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PAGE 01 BERLIN 06134 241649Z 
ACTION SCA-01 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SY-05 SCS-03 PPT-01 L-03 
H-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 FBIE-00 SS-15 NSC-05 
SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 /054W 

241655Z 024171 /43 

O R 241515Z MAY 77 

FM AMEMBASSY BERLIN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIAT 4883 

INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 

USMISSION USBERLIN UNN 

USCINCEUR 

CINCSUAREUR 

HQ DA WASHDC/DAFE-HRE 

CDR, USAENLREG CENTER, FT. BEN HARRISON, IN-PCRC-D 
CDR, USAINTA, FT. MEADE, MD. MIIA-CAI 
DCSI, ULO, BONN, GER. 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 6134 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, MILI, CASC, CPAS, CVIS, GE, GW, US( WECHSLER, STEPH 
EN) 

SUBJECT: MILITARY ABSENTEE CASE: STEPHEN WECHSLER 

1 . STEPHEN WECHSLER, AKA VICTOR GROSSMAN, PFC, US51079540, 

WHO DEFECTED FROM THE U.S. ARMY ON AUGUST 17, 1952, APPEARED 
AT THE EMBASSY ON MAY 20, 1977, TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY 

OF HIS RETURN TO MILITARY CONTROL. 

2. WECHSLER STATED THAT HE WAS ADVISED TO USE THE AKA 
VICTOR GROSSMAN, BY GDR AUTHORITIS AT THE TIME OF HIS 
DEFECTION, ALLEGEDLY TO PROTECT HIS PARENTS IN THE UNITED 
STATES FROM POSSIBLE POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS. HE HAS 
USED THE NAME SINCE HIS ARRIVAL IN THE GDR. 

3. HE IS MARRIED TO A GDR CITIZEN AND HAS TWO SONS, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 06134 241649Z 

THOMAS AGE 21, A UNIVERSITY STUDENT, AND TIMOTHY, AGE 
15, ATTENDING SECONDARY SCHOOL. WECHSLER DESCRIBES 
HIMSELF AS AN AUTHOR AND FREE LANCE JOURNALIST.BUT DID 
NOT VOLUNTEER SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON HIS LIFE IN 
THE GDR. 

4. WECHSLER CANNOT TRAVEL OUTSIDE OF EASTERN EUROPE, 
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WHICH HAMPERS BOTH HIS CALLINGS AS AN AUTHOR AND JOURNA- 
LIST. HE IS INTERESTED IN EXPLORING THE POSSIBLITY OF 
RETURNING TO U.S. CONTROL BUT WOULD FIRST LIKE TO KNOW 
WHAT SPECIFIC CHARGES ARE OUTSTANDING AGAINST HIM. 

5. REQUEST INFO ADDRESSEES PROVIDE AVAILABLE INFORMATION 
ON WECHSLER SO THAT WE CAN CONTINUE OUT DIALOGUE WITH 
HIM TO PERSUADE HIM TO RETURN TO U.S. MILITARY CONTROL. 

POLANSKY 
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